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Departmental Mission 
The County Attorney is charged with handling all legal business of the Suffolk County government and its 

agencies. 
 

 
Department Description 
 
The County Attorney has the following responsibilities: 

• Provides legal representation and advice on matters related to the actions and deliberations of all personnel 
and organizations within Suffolk County government and is responsible for prosecuting and defending all civil 
actions and proceedings brought by or against the County, the County Legislature, and any officer whose 
compensation is paid for from County funds for an official act.  The County Attorney has direct responsibility 
for the five bureaus and one division in this department:  

• The Bureau of General Litigation represents the County, its agencies and officers in a broad range of civil 
litigation matters such as discrimination cases and disciplinary proceedings to remove employees. 

• The Bureau of Tort Litigation is responsible for defending the County, its agencies and officials in all torts or 
civil actions, both State and Federal, not handled by the Bureau of General Litigation.   

• The Bureau of Municipal Services is responsible for all contract work for the County, including assisting 
departments and agencies with the procurement of goods and services through the bidding, RFP and RFQ 
processes, and participating in the negotiation and execution of contracts.  The Bureau is also responsible for 
the negotiation of all leases of real property for County offices.  Attorneys in the Bureau are the primary 
source for legal opinions for all County departments, agencies and officers, and they provide all necessary 
assistance with the County Executive’s legislative agenda and with matters pending before the County 
Legislature. 
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• The Bureau of Family Court/ Social Services is charged with the responsibility of performing all County 
Attorney functions at Family Court, Surrogate's Court, and the representation of the Department of Social 
Services in all lien and litigated reimbursement matters.   

• The Bureau of Real Estate/Condemnation was established in 1999 to accommodate Suffolk County’s 
prioritization of environmental acquisitions, condemnation matters and landlord/tenant proceedings.   

• The Human Rights Division is responsible for the investigation and conciliation of incidents of alleged 
discrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, creed, age, national origin, disability, marital status and, in 
some instances, a prior arrest and conviction record. 

 
Activities and Accomplishments 

 Aids in paternity and Child Support awards and collections.  Approximately $740,000 has been collected 
through the end of July. 

 Prevailed in the County’s $1,000,000 action against LIPA regarding LIPA’s obligation to reimburse the County 
for removal and relocation of LIPA equipment due to County road projects. 

 Prevailed in numerous liability verdicts saving the County over $1,500,000 in damages. 

 Collected over $94,000 in the first five (5) months of 2004 in bankruptcy and other debts owed to the County. 

 Additional workload indicators are as follows: 
 
 

2002 2003

Formal & Informal Opinions 1,150 1,250
Contracts, Leases, etc. 2,800 3,200

Municipal Law Litigation
Suffolk County Department of Law
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2002 2003

Federal Litigation 416 396
Notices of Claim 1,793 1,553
Pre-Trial Conferences 1,414 1,252
State Litigation 2,578 2,368

Suffolk County Department of Law
Torts Statistics (Major)

2002 2003

PINS 1,613 1,626
Juvenile Delinquency 1,737 1,859
Paternity & Support 2,031 2,531
Abuse & Neglect 10,387 9,296

Suffolk County Department of Law
Family Court Statistics
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2002 2003

Mail Inquiries 141 156
Personal Interviews 305 219
Telephone Inquiries 1,978 1,894

2002 2003

Cases By Type (Major Categories)
Sex 39 38
Race/Color 80 89
Disability 38 15
Age 26 18
National Origin 47 17

Suffolk County Department of Law
Human Rights Statistics

Suffolk County Department of Law
Human Rights Statistics
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2005 Executive Recommendations 

 
I am proposing a budget of $12,184,576 for the Department of Law for fiscal year 2005.  This represents an increase 
of $2,077,526 over the 2004 Adopted Budget primarily due to increases for mandated indigent counsel services.  
Major recommendations are as follows: 

 Create a new unit to administer and monitor the legal procedures of the Stop DWI Vehicle Seizure Program.  
Staffing will be provided by transferring two Assistant County Attorney I (Grade 24) positions from within the Law 
Department into the new unit. 

 Provide adequate funding to cover the mandated costs in appropriation 01-1171 – Bar Association Indigent 
Defendants.  The 2003-2004 Adopted New York State doubled the rates previously paid for indigent counsel.  As a 
result, the county has experienced a substantial increase for these services, which are currently at 100% county 
costs.  The new rates began in June of 2004.  The 2004 adopted budget included $1.8 million for these costs, the 
2004 estimated budget is $2.8 million, and $3.25 million has been included for 2005.   
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